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On Sept. 9, spokespersons from the Public Prosecutor's office (Ministerio Publico) denounced
an increase in the incidence of torture, abductions and disappearances over the previous year.
According to the spokesperson, the office has received reports of 566 cases of disappearance so far
this year, 400 of which remain unresolved. In the last two months alone, the Public Prosecutor's
office has received 247 reports of disappearances and 181 reports of torture. Of the disappearances,
63 cases have been attributed to the police and 48 to the military. Also on Sept. 9, Departamento
Administrativo de Seguridad (DAS, secret police) director Fernando Britto told reporters about
the alarming increase in the number of abductions in the country. Britto attributed the increase to
abductions by leftist rebels. According to Britto, the DAS has handled 5,165 abduction cases during
the last five years, while the number of cases has increased by an average of about 300 per year.
Britto said the DAS has handled 851 abduction cases to date this year, 355 of which he attributed
to rebel organizations and the remainder to common criminals. According to Britto, rebel groups
have received over US$11 million worth of ransom payments, making abduction the second most
important source of rebel income after drug trafficking. According to Britto, the departments with
the highest incidence of kidnapping so far this year are the following: Antioquia, 155; Santander, 70;
Cesar, 64; Norte de Santander, 64; Valle, 59; Cundinamarca, 49; Huila, 41; Bolivar, 33; Magdalena, 29;
and Sucre, 27 with the remaining 260 cases spread throughout the country. (Source: Agence FrancePresse, Spanish news service EFE, 09/09/92)
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